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The Committee of 100 and six partner organizations who represent millions of
Asian Americans wrote a joint letter to Attorney General Lynch on September 4
(http://bitly/1EOL6Vh) to express concerns about the appearance of a pattern
of wrongful investigations and prosecutions of Chinese Americans on the basis

of race and national origin.

The Department of Justice dismissed all charges against Professor Xiaoxing Xi
(http://nyti.ms/1UMCxf9) last Friday, following similar incidents against Dr.
Sherry Chen (http://nyti.ms/11zG]fl), and Guoqing Cao and Shuyu Li
(http://on.wsj.com/1M34p]Z). They are all U.S. citizens of Chinese descent
accused of espionage or sharing sensitive technology and information with
China, only to have the charges subsequently dropped within the last ten short
months.

We understand that the government has elevated its focus on the national
security and economic challenges posed by China. However, DOJ's ensuing rush
of multiple criminal prosecutions directed at Chinese Americans, calling into
question the "loyalty” of the defendants, is akin to racial profiling and
xenophobic prejudice, reminiscent of the McCarthy era which destroyed the
lives of countless loyal and innocent American citizens.

Irresponsible prosecutions and inflammatory rhetoric embarrass our
government and undermine civil liberties of which our country values so deeply.
In addition to destroying the careers and reputation that Asian Americans have
fought hard to achieve, it also adds to the invidious and false perception about
the “loyalty” of Chinese Americans. Quoting Professor Xi, “This is not a joke.
This is not a game.”

DO]J and prior AGs have noted and issued guidance that there is no place for the
use of race and ethnicity in law enforcement practices. Specifically AG Eric
Holder issued “Guidance for Federal Law Enforcement Agencies Regarding the
Use of Race, Ethnicity, Gender, National Origin, Religion, Sexual Orientation or
Gender Identity” (http://1.usa.gov/1Kj8CFD) in December 2014, declaring that
biased practices were no longer to be engaged as they were ineffective. AG
Holder also noted that racial bias only promoted harmful stereotypes.

Our Asian American community has suffered in the past during the
mistreatment of 110,000 Japanese Americans during World War II and the
internment of our own citizens. These painful experiences have taught us that
when we see injustice, we must speak out.
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We are again experiencing painful, overreaching and wrongful prosecutions
brought against many of our citizens, which demonstrate the overzealousness
used by some federal prosecutors as previously in the Wen Ho Lee case
(http://bitly/1icB712).

We call upon AG Lynch to take serious action and provide thoughtful supervision
to US prosecutors in cases of economic espionage and other federal crimes. We
seek assurance that federal prosecutors are made cognizant of the need to
refrain from rushing to judgment due to race, ethnicity, or national origin, lest
they continue to misread innocent conduct, make impulsive decisions and set
into motion destructive and irreversible consequences on the lives of innocent
Americans.

Over the past few years, the Committee of 100 has been providing voluntary
training to the Chinese American and other Asian American communities,
particularly those in the technology sector or sensitive positions in Silicon Valley,
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington. Training is given by
Committee members who are experts in these fields, providing background,
relevant laws, legal interpretations and case studies to raise community
understanding about these topics and urge self-protection not to be caught in

the whirlpool.

Our next seminar “Trade Secrets and Economic Espionage: Legal Risks in
Advancing Technology between the U.S. and China” will be held tomorrow near
Capitol Hill. It will feature Committee of 100 member and renowned lawyer
Brian Sun and co-founder Henry Tang. Professor Xi, Dr. Chen, and their lawyer
Mr. Zeidenberg will also participate in a panel. Itis open to the public and media.
(http://bitly/1]2scVO)
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